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Truckwatch North West

The Truckwatch North West scheme began life as the Northwest Freight Crime Initiative, based with Business Crime Direct in Merseyside and supported by Liverpool Chamber of Commerce. The Crime Solutions project at the University of Central Lancashire (UCLan) managed funding from the Higher Education Funding Council for England (Hefce) and from North West Development Agency (NWDA) to support initiatives that were focussed around the anti-crime agenda. The funding provided by Crime Solutions went towards the establishment of a steering group and the organisation of a launch conference at Haydock Park racecourse in November 2008 when over 100 people attended. 
Later in 2009 organisational changes within Business Crime Direct meant that the Freight Crime Initiative could no longer continue in that format and so Crime Solutions offered to take over the coordination of the scheme subject to the agreement of the steering group. This was agreed and hence the Truckwatch North West scheme was born. The Crime Solutions project closed in mid 2009 but, in the meantime, had developed the Crime Reduction Unit within the school of Forensic and Investigative Sciences at UCLan, from which the scheme is now administered. 

Truckwatch North West has regional membership from the police, DHL, Palmer and Harvey, Chambers of Commerce, Truckpol, Association of Chief Police Officers Vehicle Crime Intelligance Service AVCIS, RHA, Bolton Industrial Estates Partnership and Mersey Freight Partnership. The scheme is proposing to hold a conference on freight crime combined with a business consultation exercise in the early part of 2011.
Truckwatch North West’s aim is ‘to assist in the reduction of the impact and incidence of freight crime in the NW region’ and their objectives are as follows:-
· To provide timely and relevant security advice to the freight industry

· To link into other Truckwatch schemes and share good practice

· To work with Truckpol to improve reporting and recording procedures for freight crime
· To support the Stammtisch events and offer suitable crime prevention advice to the trucking community
· To raise the profile of truck crime

The Truckwatch North West group is keen to share good practice across the UK and as such has held one meeting where several representatives of other truckwatch and freight crime initiatives in Scotland, Wales and England came together to inform on their activities and share their experiences. All agreed to meet on an informal basis 2-3 times per year.

The Truckwatch North West web pages can be accessed from the Crime Reduction Unit site www.crimereductionunit.org.uk for further information.
